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Background 
documents:

Decision - Decision on the future Library Strategy for 
Gloucestershire

Draft Library Strategy 2023-2028

Summary: The County Council, as a library authority, has a statutory duty 
to provide a comprehensive and efficient library service for all 
persons wishing to make use of it.  This strategy will replace the 
current Library Strategy which was adopted in 2012 and is now 
extremely outdated.

As a County Council policy document it is important that 
residents, students and workers views are sought to ensure that 
the 5 year strategy meets the needs of those people wishing to 
use the library service.

It better reflects Gloucestershire’s modern, vibrant library service 
and outlines the services offered beyond the core reading offer.

Outcomes:   The committee to note the report and make comment on the 
proposed strategy. The committee may also wish to submit a 
statement as part of the public consultation process. 

https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=264
https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=264


                                                                                                                                                             

1. Background

1.1.  Under the provisions of the Public Libraries and Museums Act 1964 (PLMA), 
the Council, as a library authority, has a statutory duty to provide a 
comprehensive and efficient library service for all persons wishing to make 
use of it.

1.2.  On 5th January 2012, Cabinet approved the current library strategy 
“Developing a new strategy for library services in Gloucestershire”.  This 
strategy has been in place since that time and no longer represents the future 
vision and ambition for libraries within Gloucestershire.

1.3.  The new strategy outlines the direction and ambitions for Gloucestershire 
Library service and is a far more up to date representation of the Council’s 
vision for the library services it provides to Gloucestershire residents, 
students, and workers.

1.4.The draft strategy incorporates the following:
 A new vision for Gloucestershire library services
 The current provision of library and wider services
 The aims and ambitions of the library service between 2023 and 2028
 A clear outline of the service’s core offer

1.5Views from residents are sought to ensure the strategy for 2023-2028 meets 
their needs.  A 12-week public consultation is being undertaken between July 
and September 2022.  This will cover the busy period for libraries during their 
2022 Summer Reading Challenge.  The theme for this years Summer 
Reading Challenge is “Gadgeteers” which links well with the new Innovation 
labs and the libraries Greener Together climate & sustainability programme.

2. Current position

2.1.  The existing strategy for Gloucestershire Libraries dates back to 2012 and 
does not reflect the modern library services libraries offer to their 
communities.

2.2.  Plans to draft a new library strategy were in place in 2020 with four staff 
engagement sessions taking place in January and February 2020.  The 
drafting of the new strategy was put on hold due to the COVID 19 pandemic 
but following three staff engagement sessions held early in 2022, an updated 
strategy has now been drafted for wider consultation.

3. New Library Strategy

3.1.  The draft strategy includes a new and updated vision for Gloucestershire 
library services; outlines the current provision within libraries, the aims, and 
ambitions for the service for the next 5 years (2023-2028) and provides a 
clear outline of what the library’s core offer is.

3.2.Additionally, the strategy outlines how the library service supports the County 
Councils Strategy : Building Back Better in Gloucestershire.  Specifically the 



important role libraries play in providing services to assist the community to 
access employment, skills and economic activity.

3.3 The library strategy is hinged around five c’s

 Core – defining and enhancing our core service
 Climate – how libraries are responding to the Climate emergency
 Community – ensuring libraries continue to meet the needs of their local 

communities
 Connecting people – through digital and ICT, connecting people with the 

services they need at any stage of their lives, connecting people with 
information and connecting people with each other to reduce social 
isolation. 

 Creativity – using creativity to enhance people’s lives.

3.3.Each section outlines what libraries are currently offering and an ambition for 
the next five years.  We are particularly keen to understand if these ambitions 
meet the needs of our local communities.

4. Outcomes 

4.1.  The committee to note the report and make comment on the proposed 
strategy.


